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had borrowed a pair of pointed Persian scissors from the
Queen Mother in order to trim his beard. That was the
opportunity for the conspirators. Three men, who had
been watching at the keyhole of his room, broke in and
seized His Majesty. One of them held him by the shoulders
and another by the legs, while the third drove a penknife
into the inside bend of each of his elbows in turn, just
where the big artery comes close to the skin. In a few
minutes His Majesty had bled to death. The Persian
scissors were left beside him, as if he had used them on
himself. But no one has ever been able to explain how he
could have cut the artery of his right arm if he had already
severed that of his left.

" I was suspicious from the first of the theory of suicide,
but I waited two years before I had evidence on which
to accuse the conspirators. Then one day, when I was
enquiring into the salaries paid at the Palace, I dis-
covered that I was supporting a wrestler and a gardener
who had no duties of any kind. Gradually the whole story
came out: these men were the hired assassins of the re-
formers. Midhat Pasha was condemned to death, but I
pardoned him, and exiled him to Taif, where he died of
grief for his many sins,"

Meste Alem had heard the tale told differently. The
current version was that Midhat Pasha had been arrested
on a trumped-up charge and condemned to death in
order that the Sultan should rid himself of a troublesome
Parliamentarian. Rumour added that he had been stran-
gled, and that his head had been sent to the Sultan in a
box labelled "Japanese ivories. With care." Moreover,
she believed, as did everyone in Turkey, that the present
Sultan's path to power had been through black magic.

Abdul Hamid's grandmother had been a sorceress.